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Shipwreck; those few I have added upon a Proof before
I parted with the Picture, It is a Print that I feel proud
of, on a New inspection. Wishing you and All Friends
in Sussex a Merry & Happy Christmas,
I remain, Ever Your Affectionate,

WILL BLAKE and his Wife CATHERINE BLAKE.

TO    KICHARD    PHILLIPS

[June, 1806.]
SIR,

My indignation was exceedingly moved at reading a
criticism in BelEs Weekly Messenger (25th May) on the
picture of Count Ugolino, by Mr. Fuseli, in the Royal
Academy Exhibition; and your Magazine being as ex-
tensive in its circulation as that Paper, and as it also
must from its nature be more permanent, I take the
advantageous opportunity to counteract the widely dif-
fused malice which has for many years, under the pre-
tence of admiration of the arts, been assiduously sown
and planted among the English public against true art,
such as it existed in the days of Michael Angelo and
Raphael. Under pretence of fair criticism and candour,
the most wretched taste ever produced has been upheld
for many, very many years; but now, I say, now its end
is come. Such an artist as Fuseli is invulnerable, he
needs not my defence; but I should be ashamed not to
set my hand and shoulder, and whole strength, against
those wretches who, under pretence of criticism, use the
dagger and the poison.

My criticism on this picture is as follows: Mr. Fuselfs
Count Ugolino is the father of sons of feeling and dig-
nity, who would not sit looking in their parent's face in
the moment of his agony, but would rather retire and